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Toneyama National Hospital
Special Comment Form for Chronic Respiratory Disease

Pt Name

This patient needs assistance for the following actions regardless of the[J
neuromuscular condition,

because this patient is likely to suffer ‘ O hypoxial O dyspneall O tachycardia

O arrhythmiall O cardiac ischemia ‘ as a result of one or more of these actions.

Bathing[[ o None (Independent)] o Partial0 o _Complete |

Face washingJ[ o None (Independent)] o Partial( o _Complete |

DressingD\ o None (Independent)l] o Partiald o Complete \

ToiIetD\ o None (Independent)l] o Partiald o Complete \

ShoppingD\ o None (Independent)l] o Partiald o Complete \

Kitchen WorkD\ o None (Independent)l] o Partiald o Complete \

CIeaningD\ o None (Independent)l] o Partiald o Complete \

Hospital visitingD\ o None (Independent)d o PartiallJ o Complete \
Walking  >[ | meters' walk

410 6[11 20030

TableLO Eligibility levels for patients
having home oxygen therapy

Ineligible 7

Not applied 18

Applied
Rejected0 0 0 O 13
Assistance-requiredC 0 0 0O 0O 6
Care-required, level 10 0 0 0 10 14
Care-required, level 20 0 0 0O 20 10
Care-required, level 30 0 00 30 3
Care-required, level 40 0 0 0O 40 3
Care-required, level 50 0 0 O 50 2

Table20 Eligibility levels for patients using home
mechanical ventilation

NIPPV TIPPV
Comments

Not applied 5 0

Applied
Rejectedd 0 0 O 5 1
Assistance-requiredd 0 0 0 O 0 0
Care-required, level 10 0 00 10 7 1
pate [ ] Care-required, level 20 0 00 20 2 3

Dr's Name .
Care-required, level 30 000 30 1 0
Fig. 1 Special report on daily personal needs for HOT Care-requ!red, level 400010 40 ! 0
. . Care-required, level 50 0 0 O 50 0 1
patients. Each need was evaluated as to whether it

could be done safely using results from cardiopulmon- Total 2 6

ary exercise testing. This list is submitted to the ex-
pert committee with an ordinary report.
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NIPPV : nasal intermittent positive pressure ventilation.
TIPPV : tracheal intermittent positive pressure ventilation.

Table[B[ Services used by 40 patients in
the care-required category

Nursing-care services

Medical insurance 9 22.5%

Long-term care insurance 22 55.0%
Home-help services 14 35.0%
Day services 2 5.0%
Short stay 1 2.5%
Rented welfare equipment 6 15.0%
Visiting bathing service 1 2.5%
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December, 2001
Not Rejected | Assistance Care- Care- Care- Care- Care-
Category applied -required | required 1 | required 2 | required 3 | required 4 | required 5
Care-required
5
Care-required 1
4
Care-required 1
= 3
g C: ired
are-requi
i 1 1 2 1 1
e
<
Care-required
1 9 2
1
Assistance-
. 1 2
required
Rejected
8 2 1

Fig. 2 Difference of eligibility levels of continuing patients between the two points of evaluation.

Apr 2000
n=51

13 6

Dec 2001
n=31

N Category: Rejected
[] Assistance-required

M Care-required

Fig. 3 Difference of eligibility levels of newly applied
patients between the two points of evaluation. Signifi-
cant difference$] PO 0.05 by Fisher’ s exact testOwere
found between both Rejected and Assistance-
required and Care-required.
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Abstract
Long-term care insurance eligibility in Japan for patients having home oxygen therapy

Atsushi Hirotani", Ryoji Maekura", Akashi Nagahama®, Toru Hiraga", Yoshinari Okuda™,
Seigo Kitada", Kenji Yoshimura™ and Masami Ito"
"Department of Internal Medicine, Toneyama National Hospital,
5-1-1, Toneyama, Toyonaka, Osaka, 560-8552, Japan
“Japan Visiting Nursing Foundation, Toneyama Home-Visit Nursing Care Station
2-14-4, Hotarugaike-Minamimachi, Toyonaka, Osaka 560-0034, Japan

In Japan, long-term care insuranced LTCIO for the elderly has been available since April 2000. Eligibility lev-
els for LTCI for patients with home oxygen therapyd HOTO was investigated for two periods during a 20-month
interval between April 2000 and December 2001. During these periods, we hosted a seminar on respiratory care,
taking the form of a special report on the daily life of HOT patients. This report was submitted to an expert com-
mittee in order to inform the members of the committee about the characteristics of HOT patients. Of 76 HOT pa-
tients who had utilized visiting-nurse services, 58 applied for an assessment for LTCI eligibility. The levels deter-
mined were less than those expected by the patients’ doctorsd Categories : Not fulfilling the criteria, seven cases ;
Rejected, 13 cases ; Assistance-required, six cases; Care-required, level 1, 14 cases; Care-required, level 2, 10
cases ; Care-required, level 3, three cases; Care-required, level 4, three cases;and Care-required, level 5, two
cases] As many as six of the 27 patients who used home mechanical ventilation were rejected. There were also
patients who were forced to stop the care services that they had been receiving. Forty patients, including eight
who applied for a re-assessment, were finally assigned to a Care-required category. The home-help service was
the most frequently utilized 35.0%[0] Day services, short stay, and the visiting-bathing service, which are com-
monly used for patients with cerebral apoplexy sequela, were not needed nearly as muclhil 5.0%, 2.5%, 2.5%, respec-
tivelyd The eligibility levels at the second point of evaluation were higher than those at the first point in 37.5% of
the patients, and equal in 58.3%. In the 39 new-applicant patients at the second point of evaluation, the ratio of
Care-required patients was significantly increased 62.7% to 72.2%, p0 0.050 The eligibility level is primarily de-
cided by computer using a score derived from a form that contains 73 questions about the physical condition of
the applicant. However, this information is inadequate for a precise assessment of the impairment of the HOT pa-
tients. The final decision on a patient is made by an expert committee, based on both the primary result and the
report of the doctor in charge of that patient. It may be effective to inform the members involved in the final deci-
sion about the characteristics or special needs resulting from the disease that necessitates HOT. However, we be-
lieve that it may be more important to find a way to increase the validity of the primary judging. We would argue
that a method for proper assessment of HOT patients should be designed.



