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Antitumor activity of alectinib against central nervous system metastases in patients with
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Although crizotinib shows marked and durable activity in patients with anaplastic lymphoma kinase
(ALK)-positive non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC), the central nervous system (CNS) is a frequent site of dis-
ease progression in such patients. Alectinib, one of the second-generation ALK inhibitors, is a novel, highly po-
tent, and selective ALK inhibitor that has demonstrated promising antitumor activity in CNS metastases. In this
report, we present a series of four ALK-positive NSCLC patients who developed metastatic lesions in CNS, such
as brain, leptomeninges, and spinal cord, during crizotinib treatment. All patients subsequently received alec-
tinib, resulting in clinical response without serious side effects. Alectinib was effective for the treatment of CNS
metastases in crizotinib-resistant ALK-positive NSCLC patients.



